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Identify the Enterprise

Our business, yet unnamed, will connect many convenient stores (mini-mart, liquor store) that do not have ample buying power with suppliers.  Our application will serve as an aggregator by pooling orders from our customers (the convenient stores) then purchasing in volume from various suppliers.  By buying in volume we hope to buy at a discount, saving money for our customers.  We will establish partnerships with select suppliers, those that provide common goods sold in convenient stores (soda, candy, cigarettes, etc.), and integrate our system with theirs so as to provide an on-line catalog for our customers.

Application Domain
Our application will serve as the supply chain for various small mini-marts and liquor stores.  

Business Model
Aggregating/Integrating intermediary.  We will serve as the provider for many small mini-marts and liquor stores, integrating all orders to provide bulk buying power for our customers.  We will act as an intermediary to our customers connecting them, through us, to various suppliers.

Application
Web application / portal.  Our application will serve many functions for our customer including procurement, E-catalog, order management, distribution, and logistics.

Architecture
Client Server.  Our application and database will be house on a central server.  Our customers will use Web-based clients to access our servers.

Design / Schema
Our database will be a relational database.  We will have various tables such as product, customer, supplier etc.  Since each table will be connected to another in various ways (e.g. customer to product, product to supplier) relational DB looks most appealing.

Data Details
Our database will contain objects of records, numbers (e.g. order number), characters (e.g. customer names), money, time periods, business rules, and computational procedures.  The estimated size of the target DB is 30GB.  We chose a large amount of storage space due to the amount of tables we have to store (both supplier and customers).  Furthermore, product photos will take additional storage space.  Our storage will be scalable for future growth.

Security
All transactions will occur over SSL connections with certificates for vendors.
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