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ABSTRACT A major hope for the networked information environment was that it would decentralize 
power and facilitate the emergence of a society where more people have more degrees of freedom to 
make their own lives and participate in their polity. As the network matures, a few companies appear to 
control a core set of platforms; the personal computer is giving way to the proprietary handheld, tied to a 
proprietary cloud; and social production systems like Wikipedia or the blogosphere begin to develop their 
own governance and hierarchical structures, we must begin to ask how robust is decentralized freedom in 
the networked environment, and what shape is it taking as it emerges from infancy.
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