entrigue: Re-picturing the Home

the system

entrigue i1s a simple, lightweight photo display that playfully captures the comings and goings in a home.
When the display senses that there are people in front of it, it takes a photo and displays it. Only the three
most recent photos are shown on the display, so older photos disappear as new ones are taken.

the study

We installed the display for five weeks in a London
flat being shared by three women. The camera
was triggered 390 times.

intrapersonal and interpersonal awareness
While the display was not often used to gain an awareness
about others, the participants expressed a sense of
intrapersonal awareness: a greater awareness of
themselves.

re-experiencing space

entrigue prompted the householders to play with photographing
themselves to configure a relationship with not only the device but
also with their movement 1in the hallway. Through this
autophotography, entrigue offered them a means to re-see their
hallway and the ways they moved through it.

awareness and routines

entrigue shed some light on the unfolding nature of awareness and routines,
and how they can be configured in an ongoing fashion through oneself, one’s
movements and one’s relation to the material world. An awareness emerged
from an interleaving of the space, various aspects of entrigue and each of the
householders rather than from the system itself.

Judy Chen Alex S. Taylor
Donald Bren School of Information Microsoft Research
and Computer Sciences 7 J J Thomson Ave.
University of California, Irvine Cambridge, CB3 0FB, UK
Irvine, CA 92697-3440, USA ast@microsoft.com

judychen@ics.uci.edu



