
playful encounters with surveillance in everyday urban settings
m pix

Because people are constantly 
on the move, photo 
opportunities are exactly that 
- opportunistic. A mobile 
phone equipped with a camera 
enables users to capture these 
transitory moments and share 
them instantaneously. By 
allowing users to not only 
share these digital artifacts of 
a space but also to annotate 
them with comments, we hope 
to support a new genre of 
communication in which the 
media serves as catalysts for 
playful interaction in public, 
as well as artifacts for 
socialization around which 
communication and 
explorative engagement can 
take place. 

artifacts for socialization

playful engagement with spatiality

contact

mopix is a system that constitutes a virtual space that is linked to the users' immediate urban environment, and is designed to 
motivate a user to interact with his social and spatial surroundings in an explorative manner. mopix's public displays act as 
digital windows that provide insight into a space's sociality in three ways. First, mopix provides a multidimensional 
understanding of one's own location, complementing one's physical and geographical position with one's social position within 
a shared media space. Second, the system's ability to share pictures and text messages instantaneously supports spatial 
interaction among people who are moving through the same spaces. Finally, the content shown on the displays will reflect the 
temporal flows of the people moving through a space.

mopix is a location-based mobile media sharing platform that 
supports interaction within public spaces. Users share content 
via media messages which are sent to the server from their 
mobile phones.  The media is then distributed to public 
displays that are located throughout an urban environment. 
Each public display is situated within its own "zone." When a 
user uploads a photo or text message, it is distributed to the 
public display associated with the zone in which the media was 
created.
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