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ABSTRACT
Traditionally, adaptability in communication frameworks has been
restricted to predefined choices without taking into consideration
tradeoffs between them and the application requirements. Further-
more, different applications with an entire spectrum of require-
ments will have to adapt to these predefined choices instead of
tailoring the communication framework to fit their needs. In this
paper we extend an executable specification of a state-of-the-art se-
cure group communication subsystem to explore two dimensions of
adaptability, namely security and synchrony. In particular, we re-
lax the traditional requirement of virtual synchrony (a well-known
bottleneck) and propose various generic optimizations, while pre-
serving essential security guarantees.

1. INTRODUCTION
Dynamic peer groups are common in collaborative applications

of all kind such as server replication, clustering, distributed log-
ging, grid computing, factory control, video conferencing, distributed
interactive simulations, on-line games, air traffic control, and fi-
nancial markets. These applications ideally run on top of a group
communication system (GCS), which provides reliable and ordered
message delivery and protects sensitive information against unau-
thorized entities. Due to the dynamic membership of peer groups,
the expensive cryptographic protocols, and the potential real-time
requirements of applications, securing group communication in dy-
namic environments is a challenging task.

In recent years some secure GCS have been developed [18, 12,
13, 7, 10] and several useful techniques have been proposed to deal
with scalability, performance and security in peer groups with dy-
namic membership and decentralized control[1, 24, 11]. However,
GCS were designed to be highly efficient in local (wired) networks,
assume a relatively small group size (up to few hundred), and do
not consider mobility, temporary disconnections and real time con-
straints. In particular, scalability and high performance are both
currently achieved via the light-weight/heavy-weight model[2, 15],
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where powerful servers (daemons) residing in each host execute
relatively expensive distributed protocols and several clients can
connect to a server to share the GCS services on each host.

The next generation of adaptable GCS is driven by constantly
changing application requirements, real-time data delivery, inter-
mittent membership changes due to temporary disconnections and
mobility patterns, performance requirements and non-uniform se-
curity and fault tolerance levels. For example, in current troop de-
ployment simulations (TDS), a computer at the headquarters gath-
ers all the information from the battlefield and displays the current
locations of troops, vehicles and obstacles (such as mine fields).
The headquarters computer is networked via a secure link to a set
of commander PDAs which are connected directly to one another
forming a dynamic peer group system. In a dynamic peer group
system, members may join or leave the group dynamically either
intentionally or due to communication interference or failures.

Due to the high computational overhead of public key cryptog-
raphy, symmetric keys are commonly used to encrypt the data. To
fully exploit the multicasting nature, a shared group key is typi-
cally considered to be the most efficient solution. Consequently, the
main problem now becomes the efficient establishment and man-
agement of keys. The current Secure Spread system [22] uses key
establishment protocols that stall all communication (at the appli-
cation level), while the key is generated and rely on strong synchro-
nization guarantees to assure that no member can receive and de-
crypt messages after he left the group (forward secrecy) and no new
member can receive and decrypt messages sent before he joined the
group (backward secrecy).

However, in many applications, such as the TDS example, dis-
connections are common and expected and data in transit must not
only be protected against unauthorized users, but also must be de-
livered in a timely manner, so that decisions can be made from
accurate and fresh data. Triggering a blocking rekey after every
join or leave (to preserve forward and backward secrecy) may pre-
clude timely delivery of sensitive information and even may lead to
potential denial of service attacks if a trusted member is compro-
mised and joins and leaves the group intermittently. In this case, it
would be desirable to employ a less constrained GCS that does not
require the generation of a new key after every join or leave, but
still maintains a certain degree of security.

In fact, we believe that an application should be able to tailor
the secure GCS according to its needs not only in terms of security
but also synchrony, timeliness and reliability, because there is no
one-size-fits-all solution.

In this paper we study two dimensions of adaptability, namely se-
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curity and synchrony. Our starting point is a formal prototype of the
Secure Spread GCS. The formal prototype has been developed ear-
lier in the DARPA Fault-Tolerant Network (FTN) Program, and we
have now generalized this specification along various lines to sup-
port secure communication with fewer synchronization constraints
and adaptability along several new dimensions. In particular, our
approach opens a spectrum of new security guarantees, which are
weaker than in the synchronized case, but still sufficient for many
applications. Thanks to the use of abstract APIs, our generaliza-
tions are to a large degree independent of the group communica-
tion system and the key establishment algorithm, and hence can
be combined with improvements along other dimensions, such as
the choice of specific group communication protocols and key es-
tablishment protocols. The use of formal prototyping techniques
based on the executable specification language Maude enabled us
to explore and validate design decisions without the need to carry
out an actual implementation.

2. STATE OF THE ART IN GCS
After a brief explanation of the relevant group communication

system semantics, this section gives an overview of a state-of-the-
art group communication system (Spread) and a framework for key
establishment protocols (Cliques), and discusses how these compo-
nents are assembled to provide a secure group communication ar-
chitecture (Secure Spread). In this paper we use Spread and Secure
Spread without further qualification to refer to the publicly released
versions that can be found at http://www.spread.org/.

2.1 Semantics of Group Communication
The most well-known group communication model is the virtual

synchrony semantics (VS semantics) [2] which was originally de-
veloped for Isis/Horus [14], a primary component GCS, but later
extended to partitionable GCS. One of these extensions is the ex-
tended virtual synchrony semantics (EVS semantics) [8], a model
that extends the virtual synchrony model of Isis to support con-
tinued operation in all components of a partitioned network. The
central concept of group communication is that of a view, i.e. a
snapshot of membership in a group. In each execution of a parti-
tionable GCS, views and transitions between them form a partial
order. Both, the VS and the EVS semantics, share the key property
of virtual synchrony, namely that every two processes that partic-
ipate in the same two consecutive view changes, deliver the same
set of messages between the two changes.

Virtual synchrony, however, is only one property of the VS se-
mantics. The VS semantics furthermore ensures that messages are
delivered in the same view they were sent in (sending view de-
livery). To accomplish this, an extra round of acknowledgment
messages is needed every time before a view change, preventing
applications to send other messages until the next view is installed.
Furthermore, the VS semantics is a closed group semantics, allow-
ing only current members of the group to send messages to the
group.

The EVS semantics, on the other hand, allows message delivery
in a different view than it was sent in, as long as the message is
delivered in the same view to all members (same view delivery).
Consequently, the synchronization phase which allows the appli-
cation to be aware of the sending view is not needed in the EVS
semantics. The EVS semantics also allows open groups, where
non-members of the group can send messages to a group.

2.2 Spread
The Spread group communication system [17] emerged from the

work on Transis[19] and Totem[21] and has been designed to cope

with node failure and network partitions. Spread supports the EVS
semantics and provides different levels of service with different re-
liability and ordering guarantees: Messages can be reliable, fifo,
causally ordered, totally ordered (also called agreed), or safe, where
the later means that messages are only delivered if it is known that
everybody in the group has actually received it.

The Spread architecture consists of two layers, which are corre-
spondingly reflected in our formal specification: the heavy-weight
group layer and the light-weight group layer. The heavy-weight
group layer provides extended virtual synchrony semantics at the
level of the physical group, i.e. the group of hosts (servers). Due to
changing network connectivity, we are really concerned with snap-
shots of group membership, which are called configurations. This
layer provides services to multicast data messages which should be
sent ideally to every host and to retrieve messages that have been
delivered to the application, which can be either application data
messages or messages that represent configuration change events.

The primary mode of operation is to deliver messages to all hosts
which are part of the most recently established regular configura-
tion. According to the EVS semantics all messages should be de-
livered at each of these hosts in the same regular configuration or
the following transitional configuration (see below). This delivery
is furthermore subject to ordering constraints that depend on the
service level that was requested when the message was sent. In the
case of safe messages, it is also subject the constraint that every
host in the configuration has received this message, and hence can
deliver it unless it crashes.

If a change in the connectivity is detected, two different configu-
ration change events are generated: First, there is an event to intro-
duce a transitional configuration, which is a reduced configuration
in which certain messages can be delivered that could not be de-
livered in the previous regular configuration. After this transitional
phase, a new regular configuration is introduced which reflects the
new connectivity of the network.

The light-weight group layer provides EVS semantics at the level
of logical groups, i.e. groups of agents (clients), simply called
groups in the following. Groups are identified by names and the
different snapshots of group membership are called views. The
API is similar to that at the heavy-weight group layer, except that
messages and changes refer to groups instead of configurations, but
in addition the API offers two new services at this level: A client
can request to join or leave a group, and in response Spread gener-
ates corresponding group change events when the actual transition
to the new view has occurred.

It is worth to emphasize that in the EVS semantics the applica-
tion cannot determine or even know the view in which the message
is sent by the GCS. The application passes messages to the GCS
where they can be buffered. Hence, the most recently established
view at the time when the application sends the message is not nec-
essarily the view in which the message is sent out by the GCS, let
alone the view when the message is delivered to the receiving ap-
plication.

2.3 Secure Spread
Secure Spread [22] provides secure group communication for

closed groups and can operate with different protocols that estab-
lish a single key shared by all members of the current view. Secure
Spread is built on top of Flush Spread [20] and the Cliques toolkit
[11]. Flush Spread has a similar functionality as Spread but pro-
vides the stronger virtual synchrony semantics, which requires ac-
knowledgments by all members for each view change. In [20] it is
explained how VS semantics can be implemented using the weaker
EVS semantics. The Flush Spread implementation is essentially a
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refinement of these ideas.
The Cliques toolkit [3] provides a generic API and implemen-

tations of various group key agreement protocols, among them the
Group-Diffie-Hellman protocol (GDH) [11] and a tree-based vari-
ant (TGDH). Authentication is not provided by the key agreement
protocol, but instead all messages are authenticated using digital
signatures. An interesting feature of GDH and its variants is that
they are contributory, which means that every member contributes
a key share, but the entire key is never transmitted over the channel
(not even in encrypted form). However, this leads to the essential
requirement that all members actively participate in the key agree-
ment.

Secure Spread simply uses the underlying Flush Spread to ex-
change the messages required and produced by the Cliques toolkit,
whenever a group change occurs. If the key agreement is itself in-
terrupted by a new group change the Cliques protocol is restarted.
Furthermore, Secure Spread implements some optimizations allow-
ing several subsequent joins and leaves to be batched into a single
call of the delete/merge subprotocol.

3. FORMAL METHODOLOGY
The general methodology we employ for system design and anal-

ysis is based on an executable specification language called Maude
[9]. Its theoretical foundation is rewriting logic [5], a logic with
an operational as well as a model-theoretic semantics. Formal pro-
totyping is a key ingredient of our methodology, which allows us
to experiment with a abstract mathematical but executable speci-
fication of the system early in the design phase. Our experience
indicates that the combination of mathematical rigor with execu-
tion and analysis tools such as Maude leads to better understanding
of the system and often pinpoints potential problems.

To employ this methodology in the exploration of adaptive se-
cure group communication, we build upon abstract executable spec-
ifications of all relevant components of Secure Spread. This in-
cludes the physical and logical group layers, providing the func-
tionality of Spread [17] with its EVS semantics. The more con-
strained VS semantics is provided by a specification of Flush Spread
[6] on top of this. Independently, a specification of the Cliques
toolkit [3] instantiated to the GDH protocol [11] has been devel-
oped. On top of all these components an executable specification
of Secure Spread has been built, more precisely the basic algorithm
described in [22]. This effort, which has been mainly conducted in
the context of the DARPA FTN Program, was based on [16, 6, 22],
the source code and discussions with the developers, in particular
Y. Amir, J. Schultz, and G. Tsudik. We will not discuss the formal
details of the specifications in this paper, but the interested reader
can find all the components on the web [4].

4. HIGH-LEVEL ADAPTABILITY
Although security on top of the VS semantics enables perfect

forward and backward secrecy in a straightforward manner by forc-
ing to rekey after every group membership change, it possesses a
high overhead when view changes are very frequent or real-time
constraints have to be met. In fact, if a group membership change
occurs while the key establishment is in progress, the key establish-
ment protocol is restarted, further exacerbating the time required to
generate a new key.

As we briefly explained in Section 1, the application should be
able to tailor the secure GCS according to its needs in terms of syn-
chrony and security. In order to provide this level of adaptability,
we need to identify what assumptions need to be relaxed, what are
the tradeoffs between these different levels and what parameters

can be adjusted to tune the performance.

4.1 Adaptable Synchrony
Secure Spread implements security on top of Flush Spread, a

layer providing the VS semantics, which guarantees that messages
are sent and delivered in the same view. This synchronization
makes it easier to implement the key establishment protocol be-
cause every message is encrypted with the same key as the receiver
believes is current when the message is delivered.

In order to provide security on top of EVS semantics, the se-
cure GCS can not longer assume that the received message was en-
crypted with the current key. The paper [18] proposes a solution to
this problem based on two levels of keys used by the heavy-weight
and the light-weight layer, respectively. In the present paper we use
the idea of [18] to maintain a history of keys indexed by key iden-
tifiers (keyids), but we stick to the use of light-weight group keys
without assuming underlying heavy-weight keys. This enables us
to study the interaction between security and EVS semantics in its
pure form and makes the solution independent of the implementa-
tion of Spread. Furthermore, given that we already have a speci-
fication of Secure Spread, it makes it easy to obtain an integrated
solution which can be adapted to both, the original VS-based se-
curity, exactly as implemented in Secure Spread, and to the new
EVS-based security.

Hence, we have modified the formal prototype of Secure Spread
as follows: First, for EVS groups (we added VS and EVS group
synchrony modes as adaptation parameters) we removed the syn-
chronization constraints imposed by the Flush Spread layer. Sec-
ond, every key generated is associated with a keyid, i.e. a key iden-
tifier, every message is tagged with the corresponding keyid of the
key used to encrypt the message and every member of the group
keeps a list of (possibly old) keys and their associated keyids. Thus,
every time a message is received its keyid is checked and the cor-
responding key is fetched from the list so it can be properly de-
crypted. Thus members can move from one view to another one
and rekey asynchronously. Every rekey phase adds the current key
to the list of older keys and the newly generated key is used as the
current key.

Obviously, the dynamics of this approach is far less constrained
than in the VS case. Specifically, we observed the following diffi-
culties: Although keyids allow to decrypt messages sent in previ-
ous views, they do not guarantee that every message received can
be decrypted and delivered to the application. In particular, it may
be possible that a new member receives an old message sent in a
previous view. If he joined the group very recently, he does not
have the key required to decrypt. One possibility would be to drop
the message, but this would violate the EVS semantics (only a net-
work change can justify dropping a message). We have addressed
this issue by introducing the concept of a nondecryptable message,
i.e. a message with content that is not accessible, to inform the ap-
plication of this situation. However, there is also the possibility that
the new member can find a key in his list associated with the keyid
of the message, but it is not the keyid associated with the new view.
In this case, we say that the message was encrypted under an old
keyid, and we tag the message as delayed to inform the application
of this situation.

Security on top of EVS allows us to increase concurrency and
hence performance by providing non-blocking (application level)
communication that uses the most recently established key to send
messages, while the key establishment for the new view is in progress.
However, this new added flexibility relaxes the degree of consis-
tency in the system and eliminates some security guarantees, i.e.
messages may not be encrypted with a key for the current view and
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two new message tags need to be added to preserve the property
that all received messages are delivered to the application (non-
decryptable message) and to warn the application that a possibly
(very) old message has been received and its contents may be sus-
picious (delayed message).

4.2 Adaptable Security
The choice of the key establishment protocol is a natural dimen-

sion of adaptability in secure group communication. However, even
with the most efficient key establishment protocols, network con-
nectivity changes and membership changes can cascade while the
key establishment is in progress, causing a restart the key establish-
ment protocol from scratch. Thus, delaying the execution of the key
establishment protocol and carefully avoiding its execution in cer-
tain situations can improve system performance while preserving
forward and backward secrecy.

We have explored two approaches to reduce the number of key
establishment phases. The first approach is based on key caching
and the second one is based on lazy key establishment, that is de-
laying key establishment until the key is really needed. Both ap-
proaches are generic, that is independent of the underlying proto-
col, and can be composed to further improve system performance
without sacrifying security guarantees. As an important by-product,
key caching allows us to deal efficiently with temporary disconnec-
tions (as opposed to voluntary join/leave events), which are quite
common in groups with mobile participants and their consequences
are similar to a network connectivity changes.

Interestingly, the decision to (partially) relax virtual synchrony
has opened a variety of new possibilities, which includes not only
the possibility to perform lazy key establishment but also new se-
cure delivery modes.

4.2.1 Key Establishment Protocols
One of the most important security guarantees is data confiden-

tiality, which protects data from being eavesdropped. The way the
secret shared group key is computed, how often, and when it is
computed are critical for the security of the GCS.

There are two basic approaches to generate a secret shared key in
GCS. In the centralized approach, one member (typically a group
leader) chooses the group key and distributes it to all group mem-
bers (group key distribution); while in the contributory approach
every member contributes to the creation of the secret shared key
(group key agreement). Although the centralized approach works
reasonably well for static (possibly large) groups, it turns out that
the contributory approach is more robust for non-hierarchical (mid-
size) groups with dynamically changing memberships [24].

The relevant properties for key establishment algorithms are of
purely computational nature [23]: Cryptographic forward secrecy
guarantees that a passive adversary who knows a contiguous subset
of old group keys cannot discover subsequent group keys. Crypto-
graphic backward secrecy guarantees that a passive adversary who
knows a contiguous subset of group keys cannot discover preceding
group keys.

In a GCS like Secure Spread that supports the VS semantics,
tightly synchronizing view changes with key agreement phases,
backward and forward secrecy are immediate consequences of cryp-
tographic forward and cryptographic backward secrecy, respectively
[22]: Forward secrecy guarantees that nobody should be able to
read messages sent to a group after he left this group (assuming
he will not become a future member of the group). Backward se-
crecy guarantees that nobody should be able to read messages sent
to a group before he joined this group (assuming he was not a past
member of the group).

However, to be precise, we need to define what are the join/leave
events referenced in these definitions. It obviously would not make
sense to take them to be the events of requesting a join/leave at
the GCS. These events would be of no use for the client applica-
tions. They are not (immediately) observable for the applications,
because the processing of such requests can be delayed. This sug-
gests to define leave/join events to be the events where the GCS
delivers leave/join (with the new view) to the application which
sends the message. Similarly, we have to be precise about what the
send event in these definitions refers to. Since a message carries
sensitive data, we should adopt the most conservative definition,
namely the event when the application requests the GCS to send a
message.

Forward secrecy under the EVS semantics is fairly straightfor-
ward: Assume a member � leaves the group � , the GCS delivers
a new view to � , and � sends a message � to � . The new view
can have only been delivered after successful completion of a key
agreement phase between the members of the new view. Since �
is encrypted with the resulting key that � does not know, forward
secrecy is guaranteed.

Backward secrecy under the EVS sematics, however, does not
hold, as the following counterexample shows: Assume � requests
the GCS to send a message � to a group � , but the processing
of this request is delayed. In the meantime � joins � , and the
GCS delivers the new view

� � � � 	 to � . Now the GCS processes
the send request in the new view, which means that the message is
encrypted using using the key associated with this view. Hence, �
can decrypt the message, which is a violation of backward secrecy.

To solve this problem we have adopted the following solution:
We add the view in which we would like to send the message (re-
quested sending view) as an argument to the multicast service. This
view determines the key to be used for encryption. Even if the mes-
sage is sent out in the new view, the key of the requested sending
view should be used. Note that there are two possibilities for a
member of the new view. If it was a member of the earlier send-
ing view it can decrypt the message. If it was not a member of the
earlier sending view it just joined the group and will not be able to
decrypt in accordance with backward secrecy. In this case, the mes-
sage is delivered but as nondecryptable. The possibility to specify
a requested sending view is optional, so that if backward secrecy is
not a concern the original implementation can be used.

The high-level rationale for this solution is the following: The
EVS semantics leads to a loss of sending view awareness at the ap-
plication, but the benefits of sending view awareness can be recov-
ered by always sending messages with a requested sending view,
which prevents members joining unexpectedly to decrypt messages
not intended for them. The drawback is that we have to internally
keep track of former keys, and some messages received will be
nondecryptable. Both of these mechanisms, however, were already
added when we moved from the VS to the EVS semantics (see
Section 4.1) so that this extension does not cause any additional
overhead.

4.2.2 Key Caching
Frequent network connectivity changes may trigger patterns of

membership changes, where new views tend to have the same mem-
bers as earlier views. Current implementations of secure GCS gen-
erate a new key for each view. Thus, if a subset of members of
a group becomes temporary isolated due to a network partition,
the key establishment protocol will be invoked for each new par-
tition, and again when the partitions merge together. No member
has left/joined the group, but several new keys have been gener-
ated. Obviously, this is unnecessary, because the group member-
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ship has not changed in the end. Ideally, the key establishment
protocol should be executed only if the current set of members has
not shared a secret key before; otherwise, a previously agreed upon
key can be used instead. Since the reuse of keys increases the vul-
nerability to crypto-analysis attacks, key caching like all forms of
key reuse need to be carefully constrained. To this end, keys can
be equipped with an expiration or some other attribute limiting key
reuse, and they are removed from the list when this limit is reached.

In detail we have made the following modifications to our formal
prototype to accommodate for key caching:

1. Every member keeps a list of keys and the associated set of
members that share that key. The list is updated whenever a
new key is generated.

2. If a membership change or network connectivity change hap-
pens, every member receives a message with the updated
membership.

3. Every member checks its list of keys and if the updated mem-
bership shared a key before, the key is retrieved and used as
the current key; otherwise the key establishment is triggered
and a new key is generated.

Forward and backward secrecy are still satisfied, but key fresh-
ness, i.e. the property that each view uses a fresh key to encrypt
messages, is given up. Therefore, a new group security mode (fresh
secure) is added to enforce freshness if the application requests this
level of security. If the group security mode is fresh secure, a nor-
mal key establishment is triggered even if the members shared a
secret key before. It is important to point out that a keyid associ-
ated with a nonfresh key should not be confused with an old keyid,
i.e. a keyid associated with a previous view, and hence it does not
imply that the message is delivered as delayed (see Section 4.2.4).

4.2.3 Lazy Key Establishment
Current GCS have been designed under the assumption that net-

work connectivity changes occur rarely and that members exchange
a considerable amount of messages between membership changes.
However, membership changes (due to unpredictable network con-
nectivity changes or join/leave operations) may occur quite fre-
quently in certain environments (wireless, mobile), and with many
view changes taking place it is highly unlikely that messages are
sent in every intermediate view. Under these circumstances, delay-
ing the execution of the key establishment protocol until a message
needs to be send will avoid unnecessary key establishment phases.
We say that a key establishment phase is unnecessary if a key is
generated but not used because no message is sent before a new
key is generated.

As a possible solution we explored delayed key establishment.
Instead of a synchronized initiation of the key establishment algo-
rithm by a view change event, the member who wants to send a
message triggers the key establishment asymmetrically. Our for-
mal prototype is modified as follows:

1. Any membership change or network connectivity change is
treated normally and the membership is updated, but the key
establishment protocol is not executed.

2. When a member needs to send a message, it checks if a cur-
rent key exists and if it is up to date, i.e. belongs to the most
recently established view.

3. If the key is up to date, then the message is encrypted and
sent normally.

4. If the key does not exist or is not up to date:

(a) The member starts the key establishment protocol, no-
tifies the other group members and stalls the message
till the new key is generated.

(b) Members are notified and each one of them starts the
key establishment protocol, which proceeds normally.

(c) If another member wants to sent a message, the key es-
tablishment has been triggered by some other member
and no view change has been triggered, the message is
stalled until the new key is generated and the member
continues with the normal key establishment execution
(i.e. the key algorithm is not restarted).

(d) If a view change event is triggered at any time, the
membership is updated and the key establishment pro-
tocol is restarted.

(e) Once the key has been generated, the current key is up-
dated, the up-to-date flag is set and members proceed
to encrypt and send the message normally.

4.2.4 Secure Delivery Modes
Traditionally, secure delivery in GCS has been restricted to the

delivery of an encrypted message, assuming that all members of
the group are able to decrypt the message using the unique shared
group key. When we relax the virtual synchrony semantics, mes-
sages encrypted with different group keys may be received at any
time and we can not longer assume that the receiver is able to de-
crypt every message using the most recent key or even to decrypt
the message. As a result, EVS semantics leads to a new variety
of secure delivery modes based on key freshness and an extended
concept of safe messages as follows:

� Non-secure: Message is sent and received in clear-text

� Secure: Message is encrypted and can be decrypted with
any (possibly old) known key; otherwise delivered as non-
decryptable.

� Strongly secure: Message is encrypted and must be decrypted
with the most recent known key; otherwise delivered as non-
decryptable.

� safe-secure: Message is encrypted and can be decrypted with
any (possibly old) known key, but can only be delivered if ev-
erybody else received and decrypted the message using any
(possibly old) known key.

� Strongly safe-secure: Message is encrypted and must be de-
crypted with the most recent known key, but can only be de-
livered if everybody else received and decrypted the message
using the most recent known key.

5. CONCLUDING REMARKS
In this paper we have focussed on two dimensions of high-level

adaptability in group communication, namely synchrony and secu-
rity, as opposed to low-level adaptability of the underlying com-
munication protocols, which we leave as future work. We have
explored several solutions and built a formal prototype to validate
our ideas and explore the properties of the new design. We have
emphasized adaptability, because there is no one-size-fits-all so-
lution given the diversity of application requirements that we are
concerned with.
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We developed adaptation parameters that allow us to tailor (dy-
namically) the communication framework to specific application
requirements. In the synchrony dimension, groups with different
degrees of synchrony can coexist given that every group speci-
fies its synchrony (VS or EVS), members can participate in sev-
eral groups with different synchrony modes simultaneously. In the
security dimension, each group specifies the degree of laziness of
the key establishment protocol, which is not entirely independent
of the degree of synchrony selected: (i) eager keying will trigger a
rekey after every membership change; (ii) key caching will reuse
previous cached keys accordingly; and (iii) lazy keying will delay
rekeying until a message needs to be send. It is noteworthy that
our approach is entirely generic in the sense that it is independent
of the key establishment protocol and the implementation of the
group communication system.

Possible directions for future work include further generic opti-
mizations for key management and secure multicasting, dynamic
access control for a high-level enforcement of security require-
ments, adaptability to support group communication in mobile en-
vironments, and adaptability to QoS requirements such as timeli-
ness constraints.
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